First Sunday after Easter

A reading from the second chapter of the Wisdom of Solomon, beginning at the 23rd verse.

God created man for incorruption,
and made him in the image of his own eternity,
but through the devil’s envy death entered the world,
and those who belong to his party experience it.
But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God,
and no torment will ever touch them.
In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died,
and their departure was thought to be an affliction,
and their going from us to be their destruction;
but they are at peace.
For though in the sight of men they were punished,
their hope is full of immortality.
Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good,
because God tested them and found them worthy of himself;
like gold in the furnace he tried them,
and like a sacrificial burnt offering he accepted them.
In the time of their visitation they will shine forth,
and will run like sparks through the stubble.
They will govern nations and rule over peoples,
and the Lord will reign over them for ever.
Those who trust in him will understand truth,
and the faithful will abide with him in love,
because grace and mercy are upon his elect,
and he watches over his holy ones.

(Pause for a count of 5)
This is the word of the Lord.


First Sunday after Easter

Psalm 66


O BE joyful in God, all ye lands; * sing praises unto the honour of his Name; make his praise to be glorious.
  
Say unto God, O how wonderful art thou in thy works! * through the greatness of thy power shall thine enemies bow down unto thee.
  
For all the world shall worship thee, * sing of thee, and praise thy Name.
  
O come hither, and behold the works of God; * how wonderful he is in his doing toward the children of men.
He turned the sea into dry land, * so that they went through the water on foot; there did we rejoice thereof.
  
He ruleth with his power for ever; his eyes behold the nations: * and such as will not believe shall not be able to exalt themselves.
  
O praise our God, ye peoples, * and make the voice of his praise to be heard;
  
Who holdeth our soul in life; * and suffereth not our feet to slip.






First Sunday after Easter

[bookmark: _GoBack]The New Testament is written in the fifth chapter of St. John’s first epistle, beginning at the 4th verse.
This passage may be found in the Book of Common Prayer on page 194.

(Pause to allow parishioners to find the page.)


WHATSOEVER is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.  Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?  This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood.  And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.  For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.  If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son.  He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar, because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son.  And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life; and this life is in his Son.  He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.


(Pause for a count of 5)
This is the word of the Lord.
